Online software piracy is easier to accomplish than ever nowadays with the onslaught of new technologies that can be manipulated into pirating software.  It is estimated that the software industry is losing anywhere from 11 billion to 12 billion dollars in revenue due to piracy.  China and Indonesia contribute the most to this huge number.  In the United States, the country with the lowest piracy rate, the rate has gone done from 48 percent in 1989 to 25 percent in 2002.

Just remember that when someone pirates software it not only affects the revenues of the software company, it affects basically everyone.  If the software does not make enough money than future editions or versions are rarely produced because the publisher does not see profit in doing so.  Also, it may raise the prices of later editions to offset piracy.  There are different types of software piracy.

Softlifting is buying one legally and then loading the program onto more than one computer.  Today this is being combated with activation codes.

Unrestricted client access is a type of pirating where a network has a program loaded onto it and allows unlimited client access to the program.

Hard-disk Loading is when a computer comes preloaded with software there.

OEM Piracy/Unbundling is when software that is suppose to be sold with certain hardware is sold separately.

Using software that is designed for one purpose in another way is also piracy, for example, using school edition software for other purposes that are stated against in the agreement.

Copying then selling the software is a type of software piracy.
Internet piracy has become more popular, this is the act of uploading commercial software for others to download or downloading the software.

Manufacturing plants can also participate in piracy.  Companies will tell them to produce extras to give to authorized vendors, but when they sell these to the public, this is called piracy.  Also, when a company orders manufacturing and later on then decides to cancel the order, but the plant still makes them and sells them, this is called piracy.

Renting software is actually illegal, this was made illegal in the US in 1990 and in Canada in 1993.

