Piracy still prevails in modern society, however there is so much shipping that occurs in the world nowadays that the magnitude of piracy does not have the same effect as it did in previous eras.  According to the International Chamber of Commerce and the International Maritime Bureau who operate the Piracy Reporting Centre in Kuala Lumpur, there were 360 acts of piracy in 2002, 335 in 2001, and 469 in 2000.  The PRC defines piracy this way:
"An act of boarding or attempting to board any ship with the intent to commit theft or any other crime and with the intent or capability to use force in the furtherance of that act." They go on to say, "This definition thus covers actual or attempted attacks whether the ship is berthed, at anchor or at sea. Petty thefts are excluded, unless the thieves are armed." 1
In 2004 there is estimated about 30 people who died from pirate attacks.  This is compared to 2003’s 21 people.  Indonesia still claims the top area for Pirate attacks with 93 occurrences in 2004.  The good news is that this is down from a 121 in 2003.  On the African coast, Nigeria claims the top spot with 28 incidents, which is down from 39 in 2003.  Globally, Nigeria stands to be the third most dangerous place for ships.  Overall, there is a rise for hijackings of tugs and barges.  Also alarming is the fact that kidnappings of crews of ships is on the rise especially in Indonesian waters, in the Northern Malacca Straits, and off North Sumatra. 2
"The increased ferocity and the number of attacks are linked to law and order problems ashore," the British-based bureau said in a report released by its piracy watch centre in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  3
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