
Matthew Arnold’s Dover Beach describes, through one man’s eye, the workings of the world which is what occurs in Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men.  The narrators of both of the literary works investigate the atmosphere of the surrounding environment and the truths of the world.  In Dover Beach, the unnamed narrator laments how nothing is concrete besides his love, whereas Jack contemplates about how nothing in his life seems consistent besides the fact that nothing is dependable.  Looking at the two works, a distinction exists between them, in All the King’s Men there was a time that Jack felt he had a tangible object to hold onto, while the narrator in Dover Beach insists throughout the work that there was one object he could depend on.  Despite the lengths in the two works and the fact that Jack eventually feels that there is nothing to believe in, Dover Beach and All the King’s Men both touch upon the concept that life has only one truth, and that is love.


Although he throughout All the King’s Men Jack shows his disdain towards all the parts of his life, he does inform the reader that in his younger years he did believe in love and that was the only truth he believed in.  Stories of his adventures with Anne in his roadster and other places support the theory that once in his life he believed in love.  In addition, the way he spoke of his problems with his father, his mother, and his distaste for the environment around him demonstrates how he had faith in little else besides love.
