April 13, 2005 was a day that caused a great stir among students and faculty.  Roughly 100 students participated in the National Day of Silence.  What exactly was the point of the controversial day?  On the website it states that the day was founded in 1996 at the University of Virginia as a “student-led action towards creating safer schools for all, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.”  At St. Ignatius High School, this phrase was interpreted to include creating a safer school for everyone.  UMOJA took action in response to harrowing reports that students are harassed because of factors they could not control and decided to participate this year.  So UMOJA took that idea and began the planning.  Prior to Wednesday, posters with quotes were placed on campus; Principal Corrigan, Mr. Skerl, and Mr. Kyle gave announcements; the mother of Robbie Kirkland along with two classmates of Robbie gave talks in the chapel basement; and UMOJA members passed out stickers that read “Day of Silence” as well as cards that the students would be able to offer to people who asked them why they were silent.  The group believes the event was a great first step towards changing the school into a safer one.
