Under the Black Flag by David Cordingly

“A sample of 700 men indicted for piracy between 1600 and 1640 shows that 73% described themselves as mariners or sailors.” (10)

“Marcus Rediker’s analysis of the Anglo-American pirates operating in the western Atlantic and Caribbean at the time shows that 98% were formally seamen in the merchant service or the Royal Navy or had served in privateers.” (10)

Most pirates dressed in traditional sailor attire, which was very different from what a gentleman would wear.  Some pirates dressed themselves up with foreign and expensive clothes from their plunders.  (11)

“Most pirates were by nature rebellious and lazy.  They were notorious for foul language, and for prolonged bouts of drinking, which frequently led to quarrels and violence.  They came together in an uneasy partnership, attracted by the lure of plunder and the desire for an easy life.” (12)

Phillip Lyne tortured and killed 37 captains and their crew. (12)

Description of Blackbeard from General History of the Pirates:

Captain Teach assumed the cognomen of Black-bearad, from that large quantity of hair, which, like a frightful meteor, covered his whole face, and frightened America more than any comet that has appeared there a long time.


This beard was black, which he suffered to grow of an extravagant length; as to breadth, it came up to his eyes; he was accustomed to twist it with ribbons, in small tails, after the manner of our Ramilies wigs, and turn them about his ears: in time of action, he wore a sling over his shoulders, with three brace of pistols, hanging in holsters like bandoliers; and stuck lighted matches under his hat, which appearing on each side of his face, his eyes naturally looking fierce and wild, made him altogether such a figure, that imagination cannot form an idea of a fury, from Hell, to look more firightful.25   (13)

Average for pirates was 17.  Same for Merchant Sailors (14)

Most pirates were born in large seaport towns (15)

A large amount of pirates were black (15)

These blacks were still discriminated and seen as slaves (16)

Sir Henry Mainwaring got his degree from Oxford in 1602, from 1613-1615, he was a pirate (16)

Major Stede Bonnet was a rich gentleman who bought his own boat and became a pirate.  Later, he was part of Black Beard’s crew, with his own personal library (18)

…

Men used the sun to calculate latitude and dead-reasoning calculations and log books to navigate the seas.  Charts, compasses, and maps were also very important.  Pirates were known to steal navigation equipment from the ships they raided (87)

Dampier, a pirate, also wrote interesting journals about navigation problems of his day. (83)

Pirate ships traveled to popular merchant ship spots, and also took care to travel by season.  (88-89)

Pirates were known for an “anarchic round of drinking and gambling and womanizing…interspersed with fierce raids on helpless victims.”  This belief is backed up by reports from Exquemelin and Captain Johnson.  But Pirates had to have a well organized life at sea, filled with all the tasks and difficulties, and routines of a merchant vessel.  (90)

The average merchant ship of 100 tons had a crew of 12 men, a similar pirate ship had 80 men or more.  Therefore, Pirates life must have been easier.

“In the tough, all-male regime of the pirate communities, many of the men cultivated a macho image which was expressed in hard drinking, coarse language, threatening behavior, and casual cruelty.” (92)

Pirates were notorious for their drinking, and blamed everything upon it.  But all sea men drunk.  “because good drink was easier to find on a ship than good victuals and fortified them aagainst the cold and wet; because drink enabled them to forget the rigors of shipboard life for a while; and because drinking performed a valuable social function.24” (93)

Gambling was equally popular to drinking among seamen.  28 lead gaming pieces were found amongst the other artifacts of the Whydah pirate ship.  (93-94)

Singing, Dancing, fiddlers, other instruments, bands, and orchestras were all popular on boar.  Music was large among pirates.  (94)

Pirate life required a lot of routines to survive.  Pirates had to stop at islands for food and water and sometimes even raid coastal towns.  Pirates also had to regularly careen their ships.  (95-96)

Pirate ships were all democracies.  Captains were elected and could be declined their position.  Crews voted to decide where to go and what to do.  The crew also developed a code of laws, which everyone had to follow.  (96)

Pirates divided their plunder equally.  (97)

A quartermaster was also elected by the crew and served as a civil magistrate for the ship.  (98)

The Pirate Code, as taken from Captain Johnson’s General History of the Pirates:
I. Every man has a vote in affairs of moment; has equal title to the fresh provisions, or strong liquors, at any time seized, and may use them at pleasure, unless a scarcity (no uncommon thing among them) makes it necessary, for the good of all, to vote a retrenchment.

II. Every man to be called fairly in turn, by list, on board of prizes because, (over and above their proper share) they were on these occasions allowed a shift of clothes: but if they defrauded the company to the value of a dollar in plate, jewels, or money, marooning was their punishment.  This was a barbarous custom of putting the offender on shore, on some desolate or uninhabited cape or island, with a gun, a few shot, a bottle of water, and a bottle of powder, to subsist with or starve.  If the robbery was only betwixt one another, they contended themselves with slitting the ears and nose of him that was guilty, and set him on shore, not in an uninhabited place, but somewhere, where he was sure to encounter hardships.

III. No person to game at cards or dice for money.

IV. The lights and candles to be put out at eight o’clock at night: if any of the crew, after that hour still remained inclined for drinking, they were to do it on the open deck; which Roberts believed would give a check to their debauches, for he was a sober man himself, but found at length, that all his endeavours put an end to his debauch proved ineffectual.
V. To keep their piece, pistols, and cutlass clean and fit for service.  In this they were extravagantly nice, endeavouring to outdo one another in the beauty and richness of their arms, giving sometimes at an auction (to the mast) 30 or 40 pounds a pair for pistols.  These were slung in time of service, with different coloured ribband sover their shoulders in a way peculiar to these fellows, in which they took great delight.
VI. No boy or woman to be allowed amongst them.  If any man were to be found seducing any of the latter sex, and carried her to sea, disguised, he was to suffer death; so that when any fell into their hands, as it chanced in the Onslow, they put a sentinel immediately over her to prevent ill consequences from so dangerous an instrument of division and quarrel; but then here lies the roguery; they contend who shall be sentinel, which happens generally to one of the greatest bullies, who, to secure the lady’s virtue, will let none lie with her but himself.
VII. To desert the ship or their quarters in battle, was punished with death or marooning.

VIII. No striking one another on board, but every man’s quarrels to be ended on shore, at sword and pistol.  The quarter-master of the ship, when the parties will not come to any reconciliation, accompanies them on shore with what assistance he thinks proper, and turns the disputant back to back, at so many paces distance; at the word of command, they turn and fire immediately, (or else the piece is knocked out of their hands).   If both miss, they come to their cutlasses, and then he is declared victor who draws the first blood.
IX. No man to talk of breaking up their way of living, till each had shared 1,000 pounds.  If in order to this, any man should lose a limb, or become a cripple in their service, he was to have 800 dollars, out and of the public stock, and for lesser hurts, proportionately.
X. The captain and quartermaster to receive two shares of a prize:  the master, boatswain, and gunner, one share, and a half, the other officers one and a quarter.
XI. The musicians to have rest on the Sabbath Day, but the other six days and nights, none without special favour. 

Homosexuality?  (100-103)
