Popular Misconceptions:

Misconception: The stereotype of a hook for a hand.

Where from: Peter Pan, the infamous “Captain Hook”

Truth Behind It: Many Pirates Lost hands over sees, but a hook isn’t always the best replacement. It probably was the best quick fix; you just needed a wooden bowl to cover the stump, a hook from extra ship metal, and straps to hold it on. So it is possible some had it, but there is no record of many of them having hook hands. 

Source: http://www.piratesinfo.com/legend/treasure/common.html
Misconception: The stereotype of peg leg.

Where from: Treasure Island, the famous “Long John Silver”

Truth Behind It: He only had crutches originally, but over time it grew into a peg leg as shown in many pictures. This is partially true due to the amputated legs often had the quick fix of a wooden leg. Many however would die from blood loss from the amputation or not get it amputated and then gets infected. The wooden peg wasn’t always used either, but the most probable.

Source: http://www.piratesinfo.com/legend/treasure/common.html
Misconception: The stereotype of a pet parrot.

Where from: Treasure Island, the famous “Long John Silver”

Truth Behind It: It is very unlikely that a pirate would have a pet. They aren’t exactly pet people. Having the parrot on your shoulder would entitle it making a mess of your clothes and the ship, and daily cleaning as well as feeding, not appealing to the pirates’ life.

Source: http://www.piratesinfo.com/legend/treasure/common.html
Misconception: Walking the Plank

Where from: Movies such as Pirates of the Caribbean and Treasure Island

Truth Behind It: Hollywood put in the plank walking to build suspense and add action. Pirates, however, in real life, saw this as a waste of time and subjected prisoners to other tortures that were more cruel and entertaining.

Source: http://www.piratesinfo.com/legend/treasure/common.html
