Black Beard  (Marine Research Society 335-348)


Name: Edward Teach


Birthplace: Bristol


Crew of privateer in French war

1717 –

 sailed from Providence to America

Teach obtained command of large French Guineaman.


Teach Surrendered to King’s Clemency

Mounted ship with 40 guns.  “the Queen Anne’s Revenge” (Marine Research Society 335)



Plundered Great Allan and set fire.



Picked up Major Bonnet to crew, gave his ship to Richards

Anchored at Charleston

Pillaged ships at ports.


Trade completely interrupted

Denizens went into despair


Captured men as prisoners



Requested medicine for them from Governor



Governor sent 300-400 pound value chest



Teach pillaged ships and sent them free



Sent 17 of his 40 hands free on a deserted island




Would have died if not rescued by Major Bonnet



Teach surrendered to Governor with fleet




kept all his gained property

Teach became close with Governor

Governor granted him legal ownership of  “The Queen Anne’s Revenge”



Though it was captured.


Married 16 year old and governor appeared at wedding



14th wife.  12 still living.

Treated her in a manner shocking even to pirates (Marine Research Society338)


Pillaged a ship and shared the wealth with the governor



Received governor’s okay to set the ship on fire




(thus destroying all evidence)

Victims secretly conspired with Governor of Virginia


(they knew their current governor would not listen)

Governor of Virginia hired Lieutenant Maynard to follow and capture Black Beard


November 17th, 1717 – Maynard departed

 James’s river after Black Beard

November 21st – first site of Black Beard

As Maynard spent the night preparing/awaiting battle,

Black Beard shared drinks as if no danger had been near.

Battle

When approaching, Maynard asked where Black Beard’s treasure was

“That nobody but himself and the devil knew where it was, and the longest liver should take it all” (Marine Research Society 342).



Pirates fired broadside of small shot that killed 20 men

Black Beard’s ship and a sloop called the Ranger fell.  Later astern, former broadside.

Maynard’s men hid on board.

Black Beard continued firing shot, and then went on board with 14 men in the smoke.


No one noticed until the smoke cleared

Black Beard vs. Maynard


By pistol – Black Beard shot


Then by blade – Maynard’s blade breaks

Interrupted, as one of Maynard men scores serious blow on Black Beard’s neck.


Black beard received many wounds



20 cuts



blow to neck



still fought with valor



eventually fell dead, pistol at hand

After effects


8/14 had fallen.



Others, wounded, cried for quarter.



Men on vessels also revealed and quartered



Prisoners were tried, condemned, and executed




With exception of two

Many prisoners told tails of a man who’d appear and disappear, and disappeared before the final night.  Maybe the devil?


Letters and papers found

Described deceit to honorable governor of Bermuda (Marine Research Society 346)

Of Black Beard


Wicked



Pirate’s respected him greatly for this.  Sort of hero.



Thought, at times, to be the Devil

“Come, let us make a hell of our own, and try how long we can bear it.” – Black Beard (Marine Research Society 347)


put himself through hardships (inhaling sulfur) to prove craziness


Physical Description



Long black beard




Covered entire face




Terrifying site




Twisted with small ribbons



Sling over shoulder




When in action




To carry three pistols



Naturally fierce and wild (Marine Research Society 348)




Beyond human imagination




Alarming
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