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The Old Testament dates back thousands of years, with the authors being mostly unknown.  It is commonly used as a reference material for many monotheistic religions such as Christianity and Judaism.  Infused in the first two books, Genesis and Exodus, are stories that include this singular God actively participating in the lives of humans.  Also included in these first two books are many references to multiple gods.  Even though the Old Testament is used to support monotheistic religions, there are hints in Genesis and Exodus of polytheism.  Through the writing, Genesis and Exodus provide support for polytheism.

Through the usage of the word us, the first two books of the Old Testament show that there is support for the idea of multiple gods.  It is quoted in Genesis 3:22 that the Lord God said, “see the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” which shows that there was another god that God was talking to by using the word us.  In addition, God has to be speaking to another god because the only other creatures were mortal ones.  He then is quoted to say in Genesis 11:7, “Come, let us go down and confuse their language there, so they will not understand one another’s speech.”  Once again the word us is used, which indicates the presence of other gods since there were only mortals existing who would not have the same powers as God does.

Jealousy is a very prevalent characteristic of God in Exodus and Genesis, thus proving that there was another god to take away the Lord God’s attention.  God states in Exodus 20:4 that he is “a jealous God” and for them not to idolize any other form.  It is so important to God that he even states that they should not worship another god in the Ten Commandments.  Later on in the incident with the Golden Calf, God is so jealous that he punishes the people, even though he knew they were going to do it.  Only if there are other gods, should the Lord God be worried about them worshipping someone besides Him.


Prevalent throughout Exodus is the reference to whose God it is, that does the great deeds, which demonstrates that there must have been other gods for it to specify which god did what.  In Exodus 3:6, God is quoted to say, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  If he was the only God, why was there a necessity to specify whose God he was?  Not only does the Lord God refer to himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but he also refers himself as “the Lord, the God of the Hebrews,” in Exodus 9:1.  If he is the one true God, why did He only help the Hebrews and hardened the Pharaoh’s heart which in consequence caused the Egyptians to suffer the plagues.  Why favor one group of people over the other when He has infinite power.   

Genesis and Exodus are used by monotheistic religions, but it also hints at polytheism. With the use of the word us, the characteristic of a jealous God, and the use of the possessive in referring to which God, inferences to polytheism may be drawn.  Indeed the writing may be trying to intimate at the presence of the Holy Trinity, but that was not established until Jesus became man.  Possibly, the usage of certain types of writing was a cultural aspect that was lost when translated.  In addition it may be the translation’s mistake, but in its presented form, polytheism is hinted at in Genesis and Exodus.
