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Culture

· The enduring beliefs and traditions shared by a large group of people and transmitted from one generation to the next.

Cultural Differences

· International differences

· Can be based on appearance, beliefs, language

· Sub-cultures can create intra-national differences based on shared customs

· Y’all vs. Youse vs. Y’ins.

· Sub vs. Hoagies vs. Heroes vs. Grinders

· The Eternal Debate:

· Pop or Soda?

	Individualist Cultures
	Collectivist Cultures

	Autonomy, personal achievements, self-reliance



	Cooperation, group achievements, group cohesion

	Independent Self
	Interdependent Self

	
   Sibling,       Ut student,          Child


             Me


	
          Sibling, Ut Student, Child

                 Me

	· Personality Traits

· Things that make them different from others

· “The squeaky wheel gets the grease!”
	· Group affiliations

· Things that make them the same as others

· “The nail that stands out gets pounded down!”



But we are not locked into one culture!
Cultural Similarities

· Smiling – universal truth, happiness

· Taboos (e.g. incest)

· Friendships

· Respect for high-status individuals

· Elderly, powerful

Sex & Gender

· Sex

· Biological characteristics

· Gender

· Social perceptions & expectations

· Usually sex = gender

· But not always…

Gender Stereotypes

· Males: adventurous, assertive, task-oriented

· Females: emotional, gentle, people-oriented

· Stereotypes in media

· Women are domestic, men are incompetent parents (JCPenney commercial)

· Women portrayed as sex objects

· After watching sexist commercials

· Men act more domineering toward women


· Women report less self-confidence, less ambitious career goals

Gender & Hormones

· Mother’s prenatal hormone levels correlate with child’s toy preference

· Testosterone = boy toys; Estrogen = girl toys

· Positive testosterone-aggression correlation

· Among males, females, and transsexuals

Gender Differences & Similarities

· Are males more aggressive than females? (conditions and ways you measure)

· Similar rates when aggression is anonymous or provoked

· Physical aggression

· Males are more violent
· Females use relational aggression
· Gossip, rumors, social exclusion

Two Types of Sexism

· Hostile Sexism

· Negative anti-women attitudes

· Women are evil & manipulative

· Benevolent Sexism

· Positive but paternalistic attitudes

· Women are delicate and need protection

Gender & Power

· Communication styles

· Men interrupt more

· Women are more tentative

· Nonverbal behaviors

· Men touch others more than women

· Men expand & take up space

· Women retract to take up less space

Sexual Orientation

· An enduring sexual attraction toward members of one’s own and/or other gender
· Categorical? Continuum? 2 separate orientations?

· The role of biology

· Genetics: When one twin is gay…

· 52% of identical twins were gay

· 22% of fraternal twins were gay

· Brain structure

· Brain area for sexual behavior shaped similarly among homosexual males & heterosexual females

· Psychologically normal “since 1973”

Sexual “Normality”

· What defines normal?

· Studying sex

· Alfred Kinsey

· Masturbation (Corn Flakes was designed to prevent guys from masturbation, Kellogg thought if guys were preoccupied with eating)

· Pre-marital sex

· Stud-slut double-standard

· Extra-marital sex

· Not as common as first thought

· 25% of husbands, 15% of wives

Physical Attractiveness

· Is beauty culturally defined?

· Influence of time

· Is there such thing as objective beauty?

· Is there such thing as objective beauty?

· Infants stare at attractive faces longer

· “Beauty” is highly consistent across cultures

· What makes someone attractive?

· “Averaged” faces perceived as more attractive

· Averaged faces = Symmetry = Health

· Desired Body Types

· Men often desire hourglass figure in women

· Women often desire V-shaped torso in men

· Body shape may be related to perceptions of health and fertility

Consequences of Attractiveness

· “What is beautiful is good”

· What is ugly is bad

The “What is Beautiful is Good” stereotype

· People high in physical attractiveness

· Receive lower fines in court

· Earn higher income

· Perceived as more intelligent

· Is the stereotype accurate?

· No difference in IQ, self-esteem, mental health

· Negative consequences:

· Harassment, resentment

· Pressure to maintain beauty

Evolutionary Aspects of Love & Sex

· Evolutionary goal for all species:

· Increase chances for survival of offspring

· Males and females have different “mating strategies” to ensure passing on genes

	Evolutionary Mating Strategies

	Males
	Females

	· Can have “unlimited” number of children

· Should look for many short-term mates

· Mates should be “fertile” to ensure survival

· Concerned about paternal certainty
	· Biologically limited

· Vulnerable during pregnancy

· Should look for single mate committed to staying

· Mates should have resources to protect offspring

· Concerned about keeping mate around


Arguments in favor of Evolutionary Perspective
· Mate preferences

· Men prefer younger & attractive women

· Women prefer older & successful men

· Jealousy

· Men are more jealous of sexual infidelity

· Women are more jealous of emotional infidelity

· Desire for short-term relationships

· “I’ve been noticing you around campus and I find you very attractive…” Half would go.

· Would you come over to my apartment tonight? 69% men accept 6% women accept

· Would you have sex with me tonight? 0% women, 75% men

Arguments Against Evolutionary Perspective

· Women may prefer successful males because they lack direct access to power.

· Men spend more time with children than any other mammal species

· The most important traits desired in partners are the same for men and women

