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The years 1919-1939 are titled the interwar years.  It was named so because it was before these years that the First World War occurred and after these years that the Second World War transpired.  These years had its ups with prosperity and the standard of living rising rapidly and its downs with the Great Depression hitting the world.  Imperialism began to fall from its apex and some countries began experience a fall in power.  All of these events led to one of the most horrific affairs in the history of mankind, the Second World War.

The First World War left many people destitute in its aftermath.  It had helped the production of products increase and pulled along it, increased the amount of profits some industries made.  After the 1919, a lot of the factories began to lose money and most closed their doors forever.  Also, war veterans came back to their home country to find that they were unemployed and were psychologically affected by the war.  Also, may of the countries that were considered great powers, such as Austria Hungary, fell, while the United States showed that it was a force to be reckoned with.

To resolve some of the economic problems, in Eastern Europe, countries embarked upon the task of land reform.  In the Baltic states big properties belonged almost entirely to German families.  In Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia, landlords were liquidated.  In Czechoslovakia, large farms were turned into small farms.  Romania and Yugoslavia also turned towards small farms.  Finland, Bulgaria, and Greece had already had small farms and so it was not an issue.  Strong landlords in Poland and Hungary kept their large farms.

World War I also had its positive effects on the world.  Women were given suffrage in many places on the globe.  In Great Britain female suffrage with restrictions was granted in 1918.  Ten years later the restrictions were gone.  In 1920 American women were granted the right to vote.  Women in the Soviet Union received the vote in 1917.  An eight-hour workday began to become common throughout the world.  Government-sponsored insurance programs were initiated in this time period.  In 1930 in France, their insurance program covered over 10 million workers.

In the interwar years, the middle class became an endangered species.  With taxation, inflation, and expropriation, the middle class struggled to exist.  With taxation, paying half of what someone made, made no sense to the people who wanted to amount fortunes for future generations.  They figured what was the use if the money was going to be taxed.  Inflation made the money worthless in a few years so what was the point in keeping the money.  The middle class family began to breakdown, too.  Family businesses fell prey to large corporations.  Entertainment took away time spent at home.  Also, public schooling took over the position of the family.  The feminist movement began too.  With emancipation from traditional roles, women were freer.  This new wave of feminists wanted sexual equality with men.  They were against marriage because it created a false relationship because it institutionalized love.  Henrik Ibsen was a noted write of this sentiment.  The change of the idea of what sex was, also changed.  Havelock Ellis’s Studies in the Psychology of Sex challenged the traditional view of sexual behavior.  Then Sigmund Freud published his writings.  The war also changed the attitude towards sex.  Men on furlough did not have the patience to respect the old codes of behavior.  Einstein’s Theory of Relativity was also abused to apply to sexual mores.  Divorce laws and procedures were eased.  This allowed for more divorces, as it was simplified and less costly.

There was a religious revival in the interwar years.  Pope Pius IX revitalized the Catholic Devotion especially to the Eucharist.  Popes Benedict XV, Pius XI, and Pius XII were seen as world leaders.  Great religious orders were founded.  While there was religious revival, there was also a move towards materialism.  The pursuit of pleasure was in many forms.  People indulged in everything.  This was then stopped with the Great Depression.

New countries arose from the ashes of World War I.  Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia came from the Habsburg Empire, Poland, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania dissented from Russia, Turkey came from the Ottoman Empire, and the German Republic came into existence after World War I.  Prior to the war, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, and Albania had declared their independence.  All of these new countries modeled the national self-determination idea, which said that each nationality should enjoy political sovereignty.  All of these new states were republics except for Yugoslavia, which was under the power of the older Serbian dynasty.  Hungary had started out as a republic in 1918.  A year later power was give to the Habsburg dynasty and then in 1920 it was changed to a monarchy with a perennially vacant throne, under a kind of dictatorship by Admiral Horthy.  

The German Republic was key in the interwar years.  It had its revolutions in 1918.  This revolution was more due to the disappearance of the old than the arrival of the new.  Social Democrats were the dominant party after 1918.  In January 1919 the Spartacists lead by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg tried to bring about a proletarian revolution in Germany.  They were arrested and shot while in police custody.  The week that the events occurred was called “Spartacus Week.”  

After this event, elections were held for a National Constituent Assembly.  The Social Democrats ended up the leading party.  In July 1919 a constitution was adapted.  This established a republic called the Weimar Republic, which lasted until 1933. In 1920 a group of disaffected army officers staged a Putsch to put the republican government down.  Berlin workers stopped this Putsch by turning off public utilities and this saved the republic.  Despite the Social Democrats being the lead party, not many socialist reforms were passed.  Industries were not nationalized, property did not change ownership, no land laws were nationalized.  The Weimar government then looked to the Soviet Union when the Western powers placed demands on Germany.  The treaty of Rapallo in 1922 saw Germany and the Soviet Union sign the treaty.  The Soviet Union received manufactures from Germany, and so German factories and workers were kept busy.  The German army dispatched officers and technicians to give instruction to the Red Army.  

The Great Inflation of 1923 was horrific to the whole continent.  In that year, France and Belgium sent units to the Ruhr valley.  In response, Germans went on strikes and passive resistance.  The Weimar government then paid these people with benefits, making more money for this reason.  By the end of 1923 it took over 4 trillion paper marks to equal a dollar.  People in debt were able to pay of their loans a lot easier, while people who loaned money were at a disadvantage.  In 1924 the United States issued the Dawes Plan to help Germany.  This plan stated that the French leave the Ruhr, reparation payments were lowered, and arrangements for borrowed money were set.  

After the Ruhr event, a group of moderate and peace-loving men shaped the foreign policy of the countries.  In Germany there was Gustav Stresemann, Édouard Herriot and Aristide Briand both hailed from France, and England had Ramsay MacDonald.  The League of Nations was a key for international policy.  The League had the power for international sanctions.  Then in 1925 at Locarno, the European powers signed many treaties.  France, Belgium, and Germany signed a treaty guaranteeing their respective frontiers unconditionally.  Arbitration treaties with Poland and Czechoslovakia were signed.  Poland and Czechoslovakia signed treaties with France who promised military aid if Germany attacked them.  Great Britain “guaranteed” the frontiers of Belgium and France against Germany but did not do the same for Poland and Czechoslovakia.  People were relieved with all these treaties were signed and they spoke of the “spirit of Locarno.”  The following year, Germany was accepted into the League of Nations.  Then in 1928 the United States Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg and French foreign minister Briand arranged for the Pact of Paris.  Sixty-five countries signed it.  It renounced war as an instrument of national policy.

In Asia, discontent with the European powers began to heighten.  The Russo-Japanese War in 1905 had helped the Asian nations compelled to revolt.  It was the first time that an Asian power had defeated a European power.  In 1906 Persia had a revolution.  It led to the first maljis.  The Young Turks were successful in Constantinople in 1908.  Sun Yat-sen overthrew the Manchu dynasty in 1911 and declared the Chinese Republic.

After World War I, concessions were made to the Asian nations after Woodrow Wilson’s call to make the world safe for democracy inspired the nations.  In 1916 the Dutch created a legislative assembly to advise the governor general of the Indies.  An elected assembly was introduced in the Philippines in 1916.  The following year, the British gave a measure of self-government to India.  In 1922 the French gave something similar to Indochina.  The Russian Revolution also added to the spirit of the Asian nations.  Marxist-Leninist ideology said that imperialism was a result of capitalism.  A “congress of oppressed Eastern peoples” came together at Baku in September 1920.  It did very little but to stir up more feelings.

The Ottoman Empire was on the losing side of World War I.  In 1915 Turkey was partitioned.  Mustapha Kemal rallied Turkish national resistance.  In two years and with aid from the Soviets, the Turks drove the Turks and Western allies out.  Constantinople was renamed Istanbul.   Then revolution occurred.  The sultanate and the caliphate were abolished.  The Turkish Republic was declared in 1923.  After the war, the Greeks left Turkey and Turkey was left with a uniform population.  Religion was made private and they adopted a law based on the Swiss Code.  

Persia also went through a revolution.  In 1921 Reza Khan overthrew the older ruling dynasty and became shah in 1925.  They rid the spheres, old concessions, and capitulations.  Oil contracts were renegotiated.  In 1935 Persia changed name to Iran.

In India, Mahatma Gandhi led a peaceful revolt against Great Britain.  He also fought for tolerance within India between Hindus and Muslims and between upper-caste Hindus and the outcastes and untouchables.    He introduced a boycott on British goods.  Before the war half the exported cotton went to India, by 1932 it fell to a quarter.  His follower was Jawaharlal Nehru.  India did not gain independence till after the Second World War, though.

The Chinese Revolution had opened in 1911 when the Manchu dynasty was overthrown.  The Chinese Republic was then declared.  As a response, General Yuan Shih-kai established a military dictatorship in Peking.  Sun Yat-sen reorganized he Kuomintang.  A revolutionary provisional assembly elected him the first president of the republic.  He resigned in favor of Yuan.  Yuan died in 1916 and Sun was president of a rival government in the south at Canton.  China was not united until 1928.  Sun wrote in 1925 The Three People’s Principles.  This book spoke of the revolt of China, and of all Asia and against the supremacy of the West.  The Three People’s principles were democracy, nationalism, and livelihood.  Livelihood meant social welfare and economic reform, while nationalism meant that the Chinese had to learn the importance of the nation and the state.  By democracy, he meant the sovereignty of the people.  On May 4, 1919 antiforeign feelings were raised.  Since the Western powers did not seem to cooperate, the Chinese turned to Russia.  They believed the Russian and Chinese revolutions were the same.  The Chinese Communist party organized in 1921 allied with the Kuomintang in 1923.

The Kuomintang then strived for power with the new energy.  In 1924 led by Chiang Kai-shek occupied Peking by 1928 and transferred seat of government to Nanking.  In 1927 disturbances and killing of foreigners trivialized Chiang’s power.  So he disassociated with Russia and the Communists.  Communists fled south and formed the Chinese Red Army under Mao Zhedong.  The year 1931 saw a Chinese Soviet Republic announced.  In 1934-35 the Nationalists dislodged them.  The Japanese invaded so in 1937 an alliance between Kuomintang and the Communists was formed.

Japan was speeding on with progress.  In World War I it had stated its 21 demands on China.  It industrialized and became one of the world leaders of textiles.  In 1925 they granted universal male suffrage.  There was a discretion ,though.  The nationalist revival had cultivated Shinto.  In 1927 they began to hold ministries in the Japanese government and tried to make the Japanese government more aggressive.  They set units in 1931 in southern Manchuria to seize Chinese arsenals and spread northward over all Manchuria.  Then in 1932 70,000 troops were sent to Shanghai, but withdrew wanting to focus more on Manchuria.  China pleaded to the League of Nations who found Japan at fault but did not take action.

The Great Depression was catastrophic to the world.  Countries were just beginning to recover from the after-war years and prosperity was actually seen.  Then the Crash of 1929 caused by speculation occurred in October in the New York Stock Exchange.  The export of American capital stopped and this had a ripple effect.  Germany was hurt as the foundations were pulled.  Belgium and Borneo saw their economies fall, as people did not buy from them.  In 1931 the failure of Creditanstalt caused bankruptcies and business calamities.  Factories slowed down or stopped.  World production declined about 38 percent between 1929 and 1932.  Unemployment skyrocketed as a result.  The gold standard, internationalism of money, and the free convertibility of currencies were abandoned.  Currencies of Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Australia, and New Zealand all depreciated.  Trade then became bilateral instead of the multilateral that it was.  There were various ways of keeping a factory productive.  Currency control was a way to keep a factory from idleness.  This meant keeping or capturing export markets in time of depression.  Another was to shut out competitive imports by protective tariffs.  Many countries also used quotas or quantitative restrictions.

Fascism arose in the post World War I era.  The two most notable were Benito Mussolini in Italy and Francisco Franco in Spain.  Fascism was a Right Wing movement, which was really invented by Mussolini.  It was a cult of violence, glorification of the state/ intense nationalism, a supreme leader, and an urge to control every aspect of life.  Other fascist leaders include Engelbert Dolffuss in Austria, Julius Gombos in Hungary, General Ion Antonescu and the Iron Guard in Rumania, Generalissimo Francisco Franco in Spain, and Juan Peron in Argentina.  Mussolini said fascism was dynamism, a sense of constant movement and daring excitement.

Mussolini has been credited with the founding of fascism.  He is nicknamed Il Duce.  In 1919 he founded I Fascii.  Then in 1922 he gained power after King Victor Emmanuel III asked him to form a government.  From 1933 onward it was fascist Italy or The Corporate State.  He used parades, press censorship, central government, secret police, outlawed strikes, ended voting, power through terror and murder, repudiated popular sovereignty and regularized relations with the Vatican to show his power.  He invaded Ethiopia in 1935-36, aided Franco in the Spanish Civil War, and took Albania in 1939.  

Francisco Franco or El Caudillo was a fascist leader who was feared by many.  Even Hitler was struck with fear when facing Franco.  In the Spanish Civil War his forces won and created a military dictatorship.  It used the party, The Falange, to rule.  He saved a lot of money, did not personally get involved in World War II, was at first excluded from the UN but then admitted during the Cold War, delegated power, and organized Spain not on mass support but his own. 

The Nationalist Socialist Democratic Workers’ Party also termed the Nazi party was the party of the 3rd Reich.  He used the support of the army leaders and industrialists to catapult to power.  He was to rid the Brown Shirts.  The Zentrum party supported him on the basis that he would make peace with the Vatican and sign a concordat guaranteeing Church rights.  He wrote Mein Kampf in which he proposed a new order, which would come as a result of a worldwide revolution against political and cultural forces.  It did not allow for differentiation between politics and daily life.  The Nationalization of the Masses was to create the perfect people.  Trade unions were gone and in its place was the “German Workers Front.”  He created a society where people felt like they belonged and not alien.  He built a wall around Germany and created many myths.  He created the idea of a master race, the right to rule the world, the need for Lebensraum, or more room for Germans, the encirclement myth, absolute obedience to a Fuhrer, and the criminality of the Jews.  Then in 1934 under Operation Hummingbird, he destroys Roehm, the leader of the Brown Shirts.  Then the SS under the control of Heinrich Himmler became loyal to Hitler.  Hitler was then given power to change the constitution of Germany by decree.  Joseph Goebbels and Hitler create a Propaganda Society.  By 1934-35 Industrialists, judiciary, army, university community, and the Reichstag had given him power to do whatever he wanted.

The interwar years was filled with prosperous times, but then reached its low points.  The increase in production, the higher standard of living in some areas, and the fight for equality were all highlights.  The dismal points included the Great Depression, the rise of horrific regimes, and the impoverish conditions in some areas.  With this era just recovering from one World War, it led to another World War because of some of the decisions that were made.  It was not dependent on one decision but the culmination of decisions that were made in this era.

