Section 23 – Three Aging Empires

Electors  -- They had the privilege of electing the Emperor.  There were seven electors according to the Golden Bull of 1356.  Three ecclesiastics (the archbishops of Cologne, Mainz, and Trier) and four Laymen (the Count palatine of the Rhine, the Duke of Saxony, the Margrave of Brandenburg, and the king of Bohemia.)  At the Peace of Westphalia, the Bavaria was made an electorate and Hanover at the end of the century.

Hohenzollerns – The electors of Brandenburg in the 17th century as far back as Rhine and Vistula. 

Habsburgs – hereditary rulers in Austria confirmed by Peace of Westphalia as hereditary kings of Bohemia.

Szlachta – The Polish aristocracy.  Tit made up about 8 percent of the population Higher than others.  On these grounds its been considered an early form of democracy.

Liberum Veto – any member by stating his unalterable opposition, could oblige a diet to disband.  This was in Poland and refers to the aristocracy who met in 50-60 regional diets.

Exploding the Diet – to use the free veto, or the Liberum Veto was called exploding the diet.  The first was in 1642.  Of 55 diets held from that year to 1764, 48 were exploded.

Janissaries – originally recruited from Christian children taken from their families in early childhood, brought up as Muslims, reared in military surroundings, and forbidden to marry.

Section 24 – Formation of Austria

Hereditary Provinces – The dominions considered by the house of Austria were in three parts.  The “Hereditary Provinces” (upper and Lower Austria, with the adjoining Tyrol, Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola.)  The others were the Kingdom of Bohemia and third were Kingdom of Hungary.

Siege of Vienna, 1683 – The Turks had besieged it even though in 1664 they had a 20 years peace with them.  The Vienna people held them off for two moths.  Sobieski was able to help the Hungarians out.  

Eugene of Savoy – He was French by origin.  The founder of modern Austrian state.  Military administrator and as a commander in the field, he reformed the supply, equipment, training and command of the Habsburg forces, along lines laid out by Louis XIV and in 1697 won battle of Zenta. At Peace of Karlowitz (1699) the Turks yielded most of Hungary to the Habsburgs.  He captured Belgrade and pushed the Iron Gate into Wallachia, but by Peace of Belgrade (1739) the lines were drawn that was unchanged until twentieth century.

Ius Reformandi—possessed by every Hungarian magnate, they had the right to reform religion on his own estates.

Peace of Karlowitz -- At Peace of Karlowitz (1699) the Turks yielded most of Hungary to the Habsburgs

Magyars – The elective monarchy was done away with’ the crown of St. Stephen became the hereditary possession of the Habsburgs.  Hungarian nobles lost their constitutional right of armed rebellion.  Serbs imported from across the Danube, Croats given privileges all in an effort to weaken the grip of the Magyar aristocracy.  Magyars saw their ruler as the apostolic king of Hungary.

Pragmatic Sanction – To insure undivided succession.  First in 1713.  Every diet in the empire and the various archdukes of the Habsburg family were to agree to regard the Habsburg territories as indivisible and to recognize only one specified line of heirs.

Section 25 – Formation of Prussia

The Great Elector --- in 1640 Frederick William succeeded the diverse possessions.  First of the men who made modern Prussia.  He built up an army, but did not use it.  “Army in being” and gain their ends by diplomatic maneuver.  Sided with France against Habsburgs, and Sweden against Poland.  Brandenburg suffered during the war, though.  In 1657 he fought a great battle at Warsaw, it was first time men from Cleves Brandenburg and ducal Prussia did something together.

Drang Nach Osten -- ("Striving towards the East") to express the expansion of Germany, German states and German settlement, that led to the conquest of former Slavic and Baltic areas by Germany from the Middle Ages to 1943. They saw this movement towards the East (questionably) as a proof of German vitality.
Hohenzollerns – after 1415 the electors were always the Hohenzollern family.  They collapsed in 1918

Brandenburg – founded in the Middle Ages as a border state, a “mark” or “march” of the Holy Roman Empire, to fight the battles of the Holy Empire against the then heathen Slavs.

King in Prussia -- Emperor asked elector of Brandenburg, who was then Frederick II to support him with 8,000 troops.  In return the elector wanted to be the king “in Prussia.”  It then transformed to king of Prussia.  Frederick III of Brandenburg became King Frederick I of Prussia.
Frederick II the Great – later called the great.  King in 1740.  Charles VI of Austria just died and so Maria Theresa got inheritance.  Frederick took Silesia which Hohenzollerns had a claim.

Silesia – area that Hohenzollerns had a doubtful claim to.  When Maria Theresa got power, the area was taken by Frederick II.  It doubled Prussia’s population and added valuable industries.

Junkers- - the landed aristocracy who went into military service.

Sections 26 & 27 – Russia & the Partitions of Poland

Ivan the Great

Ivan the Terrible – 1533-1584.  He conquered Kazan from the Tartars.  First grand duke of Muscovy to assume the title of tsar.  After his death was the Time of Troubles (1604-1613), during which the Russian nobles elected a series of tsars and demanded certain assurances of their own liberties.
Time of Troubles

Romanov – 1613 Michael Romanov, elected at 17 related by marriage to Ivan the Terrible.  Ruled until 1917.
Old Believers – people who did not support in the reforms.  In the 1650s the Russian patriarch undertook certain church reforms to correct mistranslations in Russian versions of the Bible and other sacred writings.  Some believed that reformers were Greek scholars trying to work Antichrist stuff or the devil.  Numerous among the peasants.  They were active in Stephen Razin’s rebellion.
Narva and Poltava – 1700 at battle of Narva, Charles XII of Swedes with army of 8,000 he beat Peter’s 40,000.  In 1709 at Poltava the winter got the Swedes.  Entire Swedish army destroyed at Poltava.  Then Peter conquered part of eastern Finland and Livonia.  It ended the great Norther War (1700-1721) by treaty of Nystadt in 1721.

State Service – virtually all landowning and serf-owning aristocrats were required to serve in the army or civil administration.  Birth counted for nothing.  People could raise themselves up in this system.

John Sobieski – 1674-1696 king of Poland.  Relief of Vienna when Turks attacked.

Peter the Great – 1682 became tsar.  Secularized the church.  Archangel was the only port.  To create an army and a state which could stand against those of the West.  To ward off Poles, Swedes, and Turks, and to obtain seaports or “Windows on the west” warm water ports on the Baltic and Black seas from the shortcomings of Archangel which was frozen half of the year.  Most of his reign except for two years he was at war.  In 1696 captured Azov.  Swedes were main enemy.  1697 alliance with Poland and Denmark to partition the overseas possessions of the Swedish house.

Stephen Razin (Stenka Razin )– in 1667 led uprising, host of fugitive serfs, Cossacks, and adventurers, outfitted a fleet on the Caspian Sea, plundered Russian vessels, defeated a Persian squadron and invaded Persia.  Caught and put to death in 1671.

