Hegemony – After 1500 it was for mastery of the continent.  After 1517 socio-economic reasons combined with the Reformation shattered the idealized unity of Christendom.  Habsburgs involved in German politics and idealized vision of Christendom opposing the anti-Christ.  ¼ of the population of Europe lived under Habsburg control.

Charles V – inherited Castile, Aragon, Burgundy, and Austria.  Also Bohemia, Hungary, Portugal, and for a little bit England and the New World.  All of which made them very rich, unmatched by any other European power.

Division of 1556 – Charles divided between son, Philip II, and brother Ferdinand.  Philip got Spain, Netherlands, Italian lands, and new world.  Ferdinand got Central Europe.

Aims of Habsburgs – push ottomans out of Europe and Mediterranean.

2. Suppress heresy.

3. crush revolts of Netherlands.

4. Install friendly regimes in England and France

5. Success of the Counter Reformation

6. Making Vienna and Madrid centers of Europe

7. Ending growth of pluralism begun by New Monarchs.

8. All of Europe except Scandinavia, Poland, and Muscovy under their influence.

Failure of Habsburgs – military revolution in Europe form 1500-1650 massively increased the cost of maintaining and equipping an army.  

2. Too much to maintain and too many enemies.  Always at war with enemies.

3. Inefficient use of resources and economic folly of Kingdom of Spain.

4. Other states also were grown, like France and Dutch.

5. Habsburgs acquired power through good fortunes and not great power.

